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need to talk some more. We need to ne-
gotiate some more.’’ That is all we
have been doing this year in this body.

Democrats say they have not been in-
vited to the party. They have been at
the party now for 10 months. We have
debated every item that we are talking
about in reconciliation. We talked
about the tax cut, we talked about the
changes to Medicare, to Medicaid, to
welfare, to every aspect of the budget.
Everybody knows what the details are.
The fact of the matter is, there are
people who want to maintain the sta-
tus quo. They are the party of govern-
ment, big government, ever-growing
government. It is their ticket to politi-
cal success, they think. And there are
many of us who feel that our debt is of
such a staggering proportion, and
growing at such an extraordinary rate,
that this is the moment and this is the
time where, if we do not grab a hold of
it now, it may be too late.

So we have put a plan together to
balance that budget. What we hear
from the other side of the aisle is nit-
picking about portions of this plan.
And so we have said, ‘‘All right, Mr.
President. We will set that aside and
we will simply, in return for continu-
ing the functioning of government, we
will simply ask you to agree to sit
down with us and negotiate a plan to
balance the budget in a 7-year period of
time, certified by the very accounting
agency, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, that you asked us to use.’’

So I do not know how much more we
can give the President. We have essen-
tially given him everything he has
asked for. And so we are going to find
out whether or not the President is
really interested in balancing the budg-
et, is really interested in keeping the
promise he made to the American peo-
ple in his campaign for the Presidency.
We are going to put this on his desk
and say, ‘‘Mr. President, we have now
given you what you asked for. If you
really believe this, sign the bill, and
we’re in business. If you veto it, we’ll
all know where you stand.’’

The bluff is going to be called. It will
be called very quickly. And the Amer-
ican people will fully understand just
who is willing to put it on the line for
a balanced budget and who is not will-
ing to put it on the line for a balanced
budget. So we will know now in about
the next 24 hours or so just who is
upfront and who is straight out with
the American people about the agenda
that is best and good for this country.

I think everyone instinctively knows
we cannot continue on the path that
we are on. To continue on that path is
bankruptcy for this Nation. Repub-
licans are saying, ‘‘It’s time to draw
the line to make the tough choices, to
balance the budget. Mr. President, why
don’t you join us?″

I thank the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
has expired.

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess subject to the call of the
Chair.

Thereupon, at 7:22 p.m., the Senate
recessed until 9:05; whereupon, the Sen-
ate reassembled when called to order
by the Presiding Officer (Mrs.
HUTCHISON).

f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DOLE. Madam President, I now
ask unanimous consent that there be a
period for the transaction of morning
business with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 2 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:08 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1014. An act to authorize extension of
time limitation for FERC-issued hydro-
electric license.

H.R. 2366. An act to repeal unnecessary
medical device reporting requirement.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the bill (S. 790) to
provide for the modification or elimi-
nation of Federal reporting require-
ments, with an amendment, in which it
requests the concurrence of the Senate.

At 1:40 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House disagrees to
the amendment of the Senate to the
amendment of the House to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
1868) making appropriations for foreign
operations, export financing, and relat-
ed programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1996, and for other pur-
poses.

At 3:15 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
report of the committee of conference
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendments of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 2020) making ap-
propriations for the Treasury Depart-
ment, the United States Postal Serv-
ice, the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent, and certain Independent Agen-
cies, for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1996, and for other purposes; and
insists on its disagreement to the
amendment of the Senate.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bill, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 2539. An act to abolish the Interstate
Commerce Commission, to amend subtitle IV
of title 49, United States Code, to reform eco-

nomic regulation to transportation, and for
other purposes.

f

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1014. An act to authorize extension of
time limitation for FERC-issued hydro-
electric license; to the Committee on Energy
and Resources.

H.R. 2366. An act to repeal unnecessary
medical device reporting requirement; to the
Committee on Finance.

H.R. 2539. An act to abolish the Interstate
Commerce Commission, to amend subtitle IV
of title 49, United States Code, to reform eco-
nomic regulation of transportation, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

f

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time and placed on the calendar:

S. 1410. A bill making further continuing
appropriations for fiscal year 1996.

S. 1411. A bill making further continuing
appropriations for fiscal year 1996.

f

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC–1597. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Senate, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of the receipts and expend-
itures of the Senate for the period April 1 to
September 30, 1995; order to lie on the table.

f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BREAUX:
S. 1412. A bill to designate a portion of the

Red River in Louisiana as the ‘‘J. Bennett
Johnston Waterway’’, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. HELMS (for himself and Mr.
FAIRCLOTH):

S. 1413. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to require that an ap-
plication to the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission for a license, license amend-
ment, or permit for an activity that will re-
sult in a withdrawal by a State or political
subdivision of a State of water from a lake
that is situated in 2 States shall not be
granted unless the Governor of the State in
which more that 50 percent of the lake, res-
ervoir, or other body of water is situated cer-
tifies that the withdrawal will not have an
adverse effect on the environment in or econ-
omy of that State, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, Mr.
SIMPSON, Mr. HELMS, Mr. GRAMM, and
Mr. MCCONNELL):

S. 1414. A bill to ensure that payments dur-
ing fiscal year 1996 of compensation for vet-
erans with service-connected disabilities, of
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dependency and indemnity compensation for
survivors of such veterans, and of other vet-
erans benefits are made regardless of Gov-
ernment financial shortfalls; to the Commit-
tee on Veterans Affairs.

By Mr. D’AMATO:
S. 1415. A bill entitled ‘‘Thrift Charter Con-

version Act of 1995’’; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. HATFIELD (for himself and Mr.
MACK):

S. 1416. A bill to establish limitation with
respect to the disclosure and use of genetic
information, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Labor and Human Resources.

f

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BREAUX:
S. 1412. A bill to designate a portion

of the Red River in Louisiana as the
‘‘J. Bennett Johnston Waterway,’’ and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.

THE J. BENNETT JOHNSTON WATERWAY
DESIGNATION ACT OF 1995

Mr. BREAUX. Mr. President, I rise
today, with respect and admiration for
my colleague from Louisiana, the Hon-
orable J. BENNETT JOHNSTON, in order
to introduce legislation which will des-
ignate part of the Red River the ‘‘J.
Bennett Johnston Waterway.’’

Senator JOHNSTON’s diligence in serv-
ing the people of Louisiana for close to
30 years more than justifies this legis-
lation and should be a reminder to
those of us who have had the honor to
serve in the Senate with him and to all
who will serve here in the future what
the word ‘‘service’’ truly means.

The work that Senator JOHNSTON has
done to rebuild and rejuvenate the Red
River and the communities that depend
on it exemplifies the strength of his
leadership and his commitment to the
economic development of Louisiana.

For years, the many bends and exces-
sive sedimentation in the Red River
made it unnavigable to the barges and
ships necessary for transporting local
goods. The economy of the region that
depended on the Red River became de-
pressed.

Senator JOHNSTON has worked suc-
cessfully for the last 22 years helping
local communities and organizations
obtain the funding necessary to create
a modern waterway. As a result of this
success, old and new businesses are
moving back into the area, job oppor-
tunities are sprouting up again, and
the hope that accompanied a new eco-
nomic direction is taking root in the
region.

In fact, the Army Corps of Engineers
estimates that $107 million in benefits
will be generated annually and approxi-
mately 56,000 new jobs will be created
in 40 years. Other benefits include
cleaner water, improved and increased
recreational use, the possibility of hy-
droelectric power in the future, and po-
tential for greater agricultural utiliza-
tion of the river.

Local organizations and residents
recognize the positive growth resulting
from this project as well as the sub-

stantial role Senator JOHNSTON played
in making this growth a reality. In
fact, it was local citizens who re-
quested this naming legislation.

The many people who have worked
with Senator JOHNSTON over the years
know he was the key to this project’s
success and want to honor him for all
that he has done to make the waterway
a reality.

Each time we navigate the river,
each time we use it to recreate and
each time we realize economic benefits
from the river, we will forever be mind-
ful of the man whose unyielding leader-
ship and dedication made it all pos-
sible, my colleague, my friend, and my
senior Senator, the Honorable J. BEN-
NETT JOHNSTON.

By Mr. HELMS (for himself and
Mr. FAIRCLOTH):

S. 1413. A bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to require
that an application to the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission for a li-
cense, license amendment, or permit
for an activity that will result in a
withdrawal by a State or political sub-
division of a State of water from a lake
that is situated in two States shall not
be granted unless the Governor of the
State in which more than 50 percent of
the lake, reservoir, or other body of
water is situated certifies that the
withdrawal will not have an adverse ef-
fect on the environment in or economy
of that State, and for other purposes;
and the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

THE LAKE GASTON PROTECTION ACT OF 1995

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, today
Senator FAIRCLOTH and I are introduc-
ing the Lake Gaston Protection Act of
1995. The States of North Carolina and
Virginia have been locked in a dispute
for a decade as to whether the city of
Virginia Beach should be able to with-
draw water from Lake Gaston, which
straddles both States.

Our bill stops the withdrawal of
water from the lake until Federal offi-
cials listen to the concerns of countless
thousands of citizens of both North
Carolina and Virginia.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission [FERC] approved a permit al-
lowing the daily withdrawal of 60 mil-
lion gallons from Lake Gaston—but the
FERC officials did not look closely
enough at the potential negative envi-
ronmental effects of withdrawing 60
million gallons a day from the lake. In
short, they failed to consider either the
environmental problems or the adverse
impact on striped bass and other fish
species. A sharply reduced quantity of
water flowing through the lower Roa-
noke River basin may very well be
harmful to the estuaries of the Albe-
marle Sound in the spawning of many
fish species.

And, Mr. President besides the envi-
ronmental impact, the withdrawal
could very well pose dire consequences
to the commercial and recreational
fishing industry that depends so heav-
ily on an adequate exchange of fresh
water and salt water in the estuary.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission should have obtained certifi-
cation from the State of North Caro-
lina that there would be no degrada-
tion of water quality or the environ-
ment. Instead, FERC ran roughshod
over the concerns of North Carolina.

Mr. President, Senator FAIRCLOTH’s
and my bill would require FERC to ob-
tain certification from North Carolina
that this project will have no, and I
emphasize, no adverse impact on the
environment or the local economy.

Mr. President, for the record, I be-
lieve a brief history of this dispute may
be helpful.

Virginia Electric Power Co., on be-
half of Virginia Beach, applied to the
FERC for permission to construct a
water intake on Pea Hill Cove of Lake
Gaston and a 76-mile pipeline to with-
draw up to 60 million gallons per day.

Both the City of Virginia Beach and
the State of North Carolina have
marched back and forth in the Federal
courts over this issue. North Carolina
raised many concerns of water quality
and the adverse effects on the down-
stream ecosystems. North Carolina of-
ficials assert that FERC did a far too
hasty job on its environmental analy-
sis. FERC allowed only 2 months for
the review of the reams of environ-
mental data.

Furthermore North Carolina asserts
that FERC staff failed to conduct stud-
ies requested by several Federal agen-
cies, including the EPA, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, National Marine Fish-
eries, and independent biologists.

After much litigation, a Federal me-
diator was appointed by the Federal
courts within the past 18 months, to
look into the possibility of bringing
the State of North Carolina and the
city of Virginia Beach to an agreement
on the issue.

A final settlement agreement was
reached on June 26, and was supported
by both Virginia Senators. I have a
copy of a letter signed by both Sen-
ators to the Governors of North Caro-
lina and Virginia in support of the
agreement. I ask unanimous consent
that the text of this letter be placed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(See exhibit 1.)
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, the set-

tlement was subject to ratification of
an Interstate compact by both State
legislatures and approval by the Con-
gress. According to the officials in
North Carolina, this agreement pro-
tects the interests of the three North
Carolina counties that surround the
lake. As of now, neither State has rati-
fied the compact.

The communities that surround the
lake in Northampton, Warren, and
Halifax Counties in North Carolina are
greatly dependent on it to support
their economies. According to a No-
vember 2, 1993, article in the Lake Gas-
ton Gazette, property owners around
the lake paid over $253 million in 1993
real estate and personal property
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